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Call for Undergraduate Papers: 
Theoretical Perspectives on Filmic Adaptation 

Film Matters invites undergraduate film scholars to submit their papers for a special issue guest edited by Greg Chan and his students from Kwantlen Polytechnic University. For Issue 7.2 (2016), the editors are searching for research-based articles and book reviews focused on filmic adaptation. While this theme broadly defines an adaptation as a film that reimagines a critical portion of material from an original film or novel, all scholarship concerning “adaptation”— within any theoretical context or any film genre—will be considered for publication. Applying such theory to the central argument of the proposal is encouraged, as is the evaluation of specific adaptation theorists such as Robert Stam or Gérard Genette. In comparing and contrasting the adapted work with its source material, of what significance are the inevitable omissions and additions to the narrative? What role does fidelity to the source material play in the filmic adaptation?

Book reviewers may propose a text of their choosing or contact the guest editor for suggested titles. Texts for review should be published within the last three years and be current in the field of adaptation studies. The editors are also on the lookout for an individual to write a review of a 2015 film festival, with the Vancouver International Film Festival being of particular interest; please contact Greg Chan for further details.

Submissions must be written in English and be within the range of 2,500 to 4,000 words for articles and 1,000 to 1,500 words for book reviews. Only those that are research-based, formatted according to MLA guidelines, written within a theoretical framework, and structured around a central argument will be considered for review. Articles that reflect new research in the field and that incorporate visuals into their argument will be of particular interest to the editors of this issue.

Calls for papers are open to any undergraduate student, currently enrolled at an institution of higher learning worldwide and working toward a bachelor’s degree in any field. Recent graduates are also eligible, providing they submit to a call, the deadline for which occurs within six months from their graduation date. By submitting a paper for a call, authors are certifying that: they are undergraduate students, currently enrolled at an institution of higher learning and working toward a bachelor’s degree (or they are recent graduates of six months or less from the date of the call deadline); and their submitted essays are original pieces of written scholarship, authored solely by them, and have not been published in any form, in any publication, heretofore.


After a prescreening, submissions will undergo a blind peer review process, typical of scholarly journals. Referee comments will be returned to those authors who progress beyond the prescreening; unfortunately, due to the high number of submissions, the editorial board is unable to provide comments to those papers that do not make it past this point. Authors of accepted papers will be expected to work closely with the FM editorial board to revise their pieces prior to publication. Please include a cover sheet, which includes the author’s name, title of essay, institutional affiliation, and contact information; all other identifying information should be removed from the body of the text, in order to aid the blind peer review process.

Submissions are to be emailed to the attention of Greg Chan at greg.chan@kpu.ca. Please format them as Microsoft Word attachments and use the subject line “7.2 CFP.” Note that the submission limit is one per author, per call.

The deadline for this call for papers is February 15, 2015.

For more information about Film Matters, please visit: 
· http://www.intellectbooks.co.uk/journals/view-Journal,id=187/
· http://filmmattersmagazine.com/
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